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B3 History:
• 2001 State legislation passed
• 2004 MNBenchmarking.com 

established for public buildings
Today:
• B3 Benchmarking has more 

than 527 million square feet 
contained in over 12,000 
buildings

• Benchmark 50+ building types 
containing 60+ space types

http://www.b3mn.org/index.html
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MN.B3Benchmarking.com 
1. Public Sections

• Home
• About

• Webinars
• Support Videos

• News
• Reports

• Public summary of data

2. Secure Section
• Launch

• Once signed in, 
button to launch application
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Day’s Topics

1. Data Entry
• DMR

• Plant Attributes
• Flow data

• Energy

2. WWTP Metrics
• ENERGY STAR
• Peer Rating
• Baseline

3. Reports
• Plant Flow Rate Normalize
• BOD Removed Normalize

https://mn.b3benchmarking.com/WastewaterTreatmentPlants

https://mn.b3benchmarking.com/WastewaterTreatmentPlants
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Data Entry – DMR Import of Attributes and Flow Data

• Quarterly, DMR data is imported 
into B3 Benchmarking, including: 

• Plant attributes
• Flow data

• DMR data imported in B3 quarterly
• Plant Attributes
• Flow Data

• Review data and check for errors
• Corrections submitted via DMR updates
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Data Entry – Energy Data

• Respective energy data 
needs to be entered

• All WWTP sites have default 
electric meter

• Contact us if your plant does 
not utilize any energy sources

• Add A Meter for additional 
energy sources plant uses

• E.g. natural gas, PV, wind
• Currently no biofuel meter

• Must have at least 12 
months of complete data to 
calculate metrics
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Data Entry – Energy Data

• Manually enter data via 
Meter Editor

• Utilize Add a New Reading 
to add subsequent rows

• Save & Close when complete
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Data Entry – Energy Data

• Utilize Import Wizard to 
generate spreadsheet 
template via Excel

• A worksheet tab will be 
created for each meter
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Data Entry – Energy Data

• Utilize Import Wizard to 
generate spreadsheet 
template via Excel

• A worksheet tab will be 
created for each meter

• Enter or copy/paste 
readings in appropriate 
meter tab and save 
workbook
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Data Entry – Energy Data

• Utilize Import Wizard to 
generate spreadsheet 
template via Excel

• A worksheet tab will be 
created for each meter

• Enter or copy/paste 
readings in appropriate 
meter tab and save 
workbook

• Reinitiate Import Wizard to 
import the completed 
spreadsheet 

• Step through wizard to 
complete import process
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Metrics

Eligible plants receive 1-100 scores directly from ESPM

ESPM Criteria: 
• Plants operating above 0.6 MGD
• Average influent BOD levels > 30 and < 1,000
• Average effluent BOD levels > 0
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Metrics

Smaller plants receive calculated 1-100 scores
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Metrics

Three plant types are not eligible for either score:
• Aerated Ponds
• Non-aerated Ponds
• Other Treatment – Low Energy 
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Metrics

B3 Peer Rating: ranking of site as 
compared to other sites in B3 of 
same space usage

For WWTPs, peer rating utilizes 
ENERGY STAR (or calculated) score 
to rank site
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Metrics

Baseline: score or no score, can 
compare site to itself using a 
defined 12 month baseline period
Normalization Options:

• Weather 
– Actual or Baseline

• Flow Rate 
– kBtu/MGal

• BOD Removed 
– kBtu/kg BOD Removed
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Reports
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B3 Benchmarking WWTP Reports
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Thank You

Cheri Schneider

https://mn.b3benchmarking.com

Support@B3Benchmarking.com

952.939.1878

https://mn.b3benchmarking.com/
mailto:Support@B3Benchmarking.com
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