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CERTs:

Minnesotans Building a
Clean Energy Future

Mission: We connect individuals and their communities

to the resources they need to identify and implement
community-based clean energy projects




Statewide Partnership
& Collaboration




What Does CERTs Do?
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Write blog posts & case studies
Create educational guides

Manage diverse web-based tools

Host events, tours, and conferences
Help with community organizing

Connect people to technical resources

Provide seed grant funding and more
Deliver research-based campaigns

Spur other statewide programs
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Encourage CERTified Actions <

Campaigns: Clear, actionable ways to save energy

Make a Splash

r R

)




BULK BUYS

Helps cities and other similar community-level
organizations distribute plug-and-play energy &
water saving products for free or at a low cost.
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Efficient Existing Public Buildings no.1»

Benchmark energy usage, identify savings opportunities in

‘ consultation with state programs, utilities and others to
implement cost-effective energy and sustainability
improvements.

-

* Best Practice Actions [See action tools, guidance, city reports]

1. Enter building information into the Minnesota B3 Benchmarking database and routinely enter
monthly energy use data for all city-owned buildings.

2. Make no/low cost indoor lighting and operational changes in city-owned/school buildings to
reduce energy costs.

. Invest in energy efficiency opportunitj | rojects or through smaller
retro-commissioning/retrofit projects infcity-owned/school buildings.

4. Implement information technology efforts and city employee engagement o reduce plug
loads and building energy use.

5. Document that the new construction or major remodeling of a public building has met or
gualifies under a green building or energy framework.

6. Document that the operations & maintenance of city-owned/school buildings meets or
gualifies under a green building framework.

7. Install for one or more city-owned/school buildings one of the following efficiency measures:
a. Aground-source, closed loop geothermal system.

b. Adistrict energy/microgrid system.

¢. Arainwater harvesting system for building water use.




Efficient Existing Private Buildings 4no.2»

‘ Provide incentives for energy, water and sustainability
improvements in existing structures.
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* Best Practice Actions [See action tools, guidanc e, city reports]

1. Create or participate in a marketing/outreach program to promote/achievd residential
energy/water use reduction and energy efficiency.

2. Integrate green building best practices information and assistance infto the building permit
process.

3. Implement an energy rating/disclosure policy for residential and/or commercial buildings.

4. Describe energy/water efficiency actions and other green building practices at businesses
loc ated within/nearby the city.

5 Conserve drinking/groundwater resources by creating a watering ordinance, water-wise
landscaping ordinance/guidance, WaterSense purchasing program, or guidance on rainwater
harvesting.

6. Provide a financial or other incentive to private parties who add energy/sustainability
improvements or renovate using a green building or energy framework.

7. Customize a model sustainable building renovation policy and adopt the language to
govemn commercial renovation projects that:

a. Receive city financial support, andfor

b. Require city regulatory approval (conditional use permits, rezonings, variances, PUD status).

8. (Action deleted on 05/02/2012)




Green Business Development 4 no. 25"

‘ Support expansion of the city's green business sector.

s

-

* Best Practice Actions [See action tools, guidanc e, city reports]

1. Support new/emerging green businesses and green jobs through targeted assistance and
new workforce development.

. Create or participate in a marketing/outreach program to cunnecith assistance
providers, including utilities, who provide personalized energy, waste or sustainability audits

and assistance.

3. Actively promote green tourism in your city, and green tourism resources to tourism and
hospitality businesses infaround the city.

4. Strengthen value-added businesses utilizing local waste products and renting
products/services.

Lower the environmental footprint of a brownfield remediation/redevelopment project.
Promote green businesses that are recognized under a local, regional or national program.

Conduct or participate in a buy local campaign.
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(Action deleted on 0B/12/2012)




What is CERTs’ offer?
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* Determine which plug-and-play item to distribute

Where to get items?

« Assist with getting bids from vendors

How to distribute?

* Provide input on how items will get distributed to
community members

Spread the word

 Offer customized outreach and educational materials
to go with the items



Products Supported

CERTs has sufficient to deep understanding of each

Suggest just one product to start

Set your own quantity based on your budget / capacity

All can count toward statewide energy savings goal

te? Where to get items?




Quantity Quotes

www.quantityquoteg

* Free online marketplace for competitive quotes
« EPA’s Water Sense and ENERGY STAR products
« Originally developed by the Department of Energy

« Now managed by a local government agency in
California, Stop Waste.

CERTs Blog on Quantity Quotes

Where to get items?



http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/blog/quantity-quotes-helps-you-compare-prices-energy-star-products
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Not to worry... It feels
like you're placing an
order when you hit this
big green button, but you
are only making a
request and no charges
will be made.






Quantity Quotes

Inbox Sent Items
From Subject Date
Rick Skinker Re: QuantityQuotes. Mew Product Request ; 246 - Alexis Troschinetz 6/19/2015 11:42:08 AM
John Weber Re: QuantityQuotes. Mew Product Request : 246 - Alexis Troschinetz 6/1/2015 3:48:45 PM
Ken Lively Re: QuantityQuotes. Mew Product Request : 246 - Alexis Troschinetz 5/27/2015 6:59:21 PM
brian mckee Re: QuantityQuotes. New Product Request : 246 - Alexis Troschinetz 5/27/2015 2:18:45 PM
Kelli Bluhm Re: QuantityQuotes. Mew Product Request ; 246 - Alexis Troschinetz 5/27/2015 12;22:46 PM

Delete selected Mark selected as unread



Review Distribution Plans
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« free giveaways at events

* bulk-buy to recover costs

« distribute kits to those who request them
e using a return-addressed postcard

« picking up kits from a single location

Where to get items? How to distribute?



Customized Educational Materials

Where to get items? Spread the word




Providing Outreach Templates

* Press release

 Newsletter content

* Social media posts



Example Effort
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City Environmental Commission

1000 bulbs

Door-to-Door
City Hall
Through Apartment Managers

Community Events



Example Impact

%)
P@

O
c
)
m
A
«



FUNDRAISERS

Helps Minnesota community and youth groups
conduct fundraisers with plug-and-play energy and
water saving products in collaboration with their
electric or natural gas utilities.



GreenStep Cities Next Steps

1. Check out www.savingwattsdrops.org/bulkbuys

2. EXxpress interest by:
a. Completing Bulk Buys Form
b. Contacting your CERTs Regional Coordinator

c. Contacting Alexis



Future Contact
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Alexis Troschinetz, Behavior Change & Metrics Coordinator

atroschi@umn.edu | 612-626-0455

www.mncerts.org




Solar Financing

Peter |_| nd strom Regional Sustainable

Development Partnerships

Local Gov ernment Outre ach Coordinator [UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

EXTENSION



Gu aranteed En ergy Savings Program and
Lo cal En ergy Effic iency Prog ram (BP 1)




Solar: Low er Barriers (BP  26)



Solar Financing

* Green Energy
Pricing

* Community
Solar Gardens

* Direct
Ownership

* Third Party

Optio ns (BP #26)



Direct Ow nership
Solar Financing



Third Party Solar Financin g



Third Party Solar

Pro’s

* No/low up-front cost

e Ability for tax-exempt entity to
enjoy lower electric rates thanks
to savings passed on from federal
tax incentives

* A predictable cost of electricity
over 15-25 years

* No operating and maintenance
responsibilities

* Option to purchase

Con’s:

* |nvolvement of another party on
your facilities

 REC Ownership is negotiated

* Transaction costs...Time
Commitment

Financin g

Cha mplin’s 146kW Solar Array



Third Party Solar Financin g



Third Party Solar Financin g

Pe ter Li ndstrom
CER TS
612-625-9634
plindstr@ umn. edu
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