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Why Compost? 

• Better than sending organic waste to 
landfills

• Recovers valuable material

• Increases economic activity

• Reduces greenhouse gases
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Benefits of 
Compost

● Reduces need for 
pesticides and fertilizers

● Increases drought 
resistance

● Helps prevent water 
pollution

● Reduces Erosion



Access

23% of the state’s population has an organics drop-site in their city





B.P. 22.5
Case Study, Hutchinson

https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail_actions.cfm?bpid=22&aid=846


Composting is not waste 
management; it’s product 

manufacturing







https://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/small-
compost-sites







Model City-Hauler Contract
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-sw1-14.pdf

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-sw1-14.pdf


MPCA SCORE Report



Cities are also encouraged to adopt policies that expand markets for 
compost to improve the economic sustainability of organics 
collection and management programs. See these actions where 
cities can specify the use of compost as a soil amendment (using 
a MnDOT specification): Purchasing action 15.5, Forestry action 
16.2, Stormwater action 17.5, and Parks action 18.5.

https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail_actions.cfm?bpid=15&aid=802
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail_actions.cfm?bpid=16&aid=807
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/bestPracticesDetail_actions.cfm?bpid=17&aid=815


Compost 
Use with 
MnDOT



The Process

October 2016: Commissioners Meet, define priorities

November 16- January 17: Worked with MnDOT’s team to re-write their 
3890 spec

Gathered Stakeholder Input
composting industry, NGOs, state DOT’s

Summer 2017: Spec book revisions released TBD.





New Spec Recommendations

1) Add SSOM to Grade 2

2) Require STA Testing to 
ensure mature, safe, quality 
product











Compost/Stormwater Connection
Case Study, Eagan






