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Thank You to the 2019-2020

Sustainable Communities Division Sponsors!

Interested in sponsorship? Contact Karla Ebenbach (kebenbach@yahoo.com)



Sustainable Communities Division Information

Contactll

Website: planning.org/divisions/sustainable

Blog: sustainableplanning.net -> webinar recordings, event listings

LinkedIn: APA Sustainable Communities Division

Facebook/Twitter: APASCD

Email: APASCD@gmail.com
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Today’s Event

Speakers l

Matt Bucchin, AICP, LEED Green Associate | Halff Associates, Inc.

Jim Riordan, AICP, LEED AP | Weston & Sampson, Inc.

Jessi Wyatt | Great Plains Institute

Brian Ross, AICP, LEED GA | Great Plains Institute4
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Submit Questions throughout the Session!

We’ll have a Q&A at the end of 
the webinar, but please feel 
free to send your questions any 
time!

You can use the chat box or the 
Q&A tool



Presentation Agenda

Introduction: Work of the APA Climate Initiative from Matt Bucchin

What is the Climate Champions Program? from Jim Riordan

SCD / ENRE Climate Planning Survey and Results from Jessi Wyatt & Brian Ross

Next Steps and Opportunities4
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APA Efforts on Climate Change

Climate Change PAS report (planner advisory service)

Climate Change Policy Guide

Sustainability / Resilience CM credit

Divisions Council Grant4
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Sustainability Champions Program

• Voice of SCD in State 

Chapters

• Advance Planning and 

Networking

• Establish Tracks in 

Regional Conferences



Sustainability Champions Program

• Piloted in 2014

• Representation in 

multiple regions 

around the country



Sustainability Champions Program

• People and Accomplishments

– Led by Ann Miller and Brian Ross

– 10 Sustainability Champions in nine states

• Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Minnesota, 

Massachusetts, Nevada, Rhode Island, and Texas



Survey 
Climate 

Champions

Survey APA 
SCD and 

ENRE 
Membership

Develop 
Tools and 
Templates 

Tools and 
Templates 

Review

Put into 
action!

Climate Champions Project Timeline
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SCD / ENRE CLIMATE 
PLANNING SURVEY

Opportunity to participate sent out to APA 

Sustainable Communities (SCD) Division 

and Environment, Natural Resources, and 

Energy (ENRE) Division membership

• 300 total respondents participated with 

an average completion rate of 76% for 

any given respondent



Mentimeter Engagement Instructions

Step 1: Open an internet browser on your 

computer or your smart phone.

Step 2: Visit www.menti.com

Step 3: Enter code without spaces 89 41 63 in 

the prompt box



Survey Responses: Three Parts

Demographic Insights

Completed Climate Actions

Tools and Templates3

2

1



Survey Responses: Three Parts

Demographic Insights

Completed Climate Actions

Tools and Templates3

2

1



How familiar are respondents with local 
climate action planning? 

Unfamiliar, 
4.2%

Somewhat unfamiliar, 11.7%

Neither familiar or 
unfamiliar, 6.4%

Somewhat familiar, 52.5% Very familiar, 25.3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

77.8% of respondents were at least somewhat 

familiar with local climate action planning

265 / 300 (88.3%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 
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Planning Specialty
Participants selected all that applied.

Most respondents selected 2 - 3 specialties. 

Examples of “Other” planning specialties 
included: innovation, hazard mitigation, 
energy/utility, urban design, military, 
infrastructure, water, Tribal and Indigenous, 
governance, equity, disaster, coastal, housing, 
food systems and education.  

14.1%

18.7%

26.4%

28.8%

29.1%

39.5%

46.5%

47.8%
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Economic Development

Other

Transportation
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Long-term Planning

Land Use

Sustainability/Climate

Environmental

299 / 300 (99.7%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 



Employer Type

One-third of respondents (33.3%) are employed by local governments – including 

cities, counties, and regional governments. 

213 / 300 (71%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 

Consultant Firm, 
30.1% City, 20.2% Other, 13.6% Student, 9.4%State Agency, 8.0%County, 7.5%

Regional Government, 
5.6%

Non-Profit, 5.6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Planning Experience
The majority of respondents (64.7%) had at least three years of planning experience, 

while 43.6% of respondents have ten or more years of planning experience. 
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218 / 300 (72.7%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 



Geographic Representation

*Of the respondents that 

provided location (188 of 

300), 18% identified that 

they work in California. 

188 / 300 (62.7%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 



Has your 
community or 
agency adopted 
climate plans or 
goals within a 
plan?

Yes, we have 
adopted a 

climate plan, 
33.0%

Yes, we have adopted climate 
goals within another plan, 15.7%

We have passed climate resolutions but 
have not adopted a plan or goals, 6.5%

No, but we intend to adopt a plan or goals soon

We do not and have 
no plans to do so

I am not 
sure
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55.2% have 

at least 

resolved to 

adopt a 

climate plan

Only 46% of non-
CA respondents 
have at least 
resolved to adopt a 
climate plan

“Other” included: participation in a 

climate / sustainability program, a 

plan in progress, deference to 

state goals or plans, or the 

question was not applicable to 
respondent’s work style

261 / 300 (87%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 

Other



Geographic Representation: Local 
Government Respondents

71 of 300 respondents (23.7%) identified 

that they either worked for a city (43/71), 

county (16/71) or regional government 

(12/71). Only 11.3% of LGU respondents 

were from California. 

71 / 71 (100%) of city, county, and 
regional government-employed 
respondents answered this question. 



Planning Specialties: Local Government 
Respondents
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Most respondents selected 2 - 3 specialties. 

71 / 71 (100%) of city, county, and 
regional government-employed 
respondents answered this question. 



Local Government 
Respondents: Has 
your community or 
agency adopted 
climate plans or 
goals within a plan?

54% have at 

least 

resolved to 

adopt 

climate 

goals

“Other” included: “in progress” 

aka goals adopted, and plan 

nearly complete, or plan adopted 

but outdated (~10 years) with 
varying interest in an update

Yes, we have 
adopted a 

climate plan

Yes, we have 
adopted 

climate goals 
within 

another plan

We have passed climate resolutions but have not adopted a plan or goals

We do not 
and have no 

plans to do so

I am not sure

Other
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No, but we intend to adopt a 
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71 / 71 (100%) of city, county, and 
regional government-employed 
respondents answered this question. 
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Does your 
state have 
any climate 
action 
planning 
initiatives?

20.6%

32.1%18.7%

9.5%

19.1%

Yes, my state has
initiatives and I am very
familiar

Yes, my state has
initiatives and I am
somewhat familiar

Yes, my state has
initiatives and I am not
very familiar

No, my state does not
have initiatives

I am not sure

262 / 300 (87%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 



Has your community made changes to budgets, regulations, local 
infrastructure analysis, retrofit programs, or administration 
processes as a result of the adopted climate goals? 
Respondents checked all that applied.

35.9% 35.0%

30.8%

23.9%

42.7%

29.9%

20.5%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

We have changed
development
regulation to

implement the
goals

We have budgeted
for climate

implementation
actions for internal

operations

We have changed
development

review practices to
implement the

goals

We changed
infrastructure

priorities or CIP to
implement goals

We have adopted
internal guidelines
or policies to reflect

goals

We have taken
other

implementation
actions

We have not yet
taken

implementation
actions

117 / 300 (39%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 
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Peer Network or Cohort

Technical Assistance and Education (e.g., solar technical assistance program, GPP programs)

Development Review

Budget / Financing / CIP

Local Government Actions

Analysis / Data Collection

Clean Energy, e.g., Renewable Energy Procurement / Work with Utilities

Development Regulation (including zoning)

Number of Actions

Development Regulation (including zoning)

Clean Energy, e.g., procurement, work with utilities

Analysis / Data Collection

Local Government Actions

Budget / Financing / CIP

Development Review

Technical Assistance and Education

Peer Network or Cohort

Please describe what types of climate planning or carbon reduction 
actions your community or consulting firm has completed. This question 

focuses on implementation actions, not goal setting or long-range planning.

67 survey respondents 

completed 152 actions 

that were categorized into 

broad action areas

67 / 300 (22.3%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 
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5.6%

10.4%

44.6%

54.6%

62.8%

63.2%

63.6%

68.0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

I am not sure / this does not apply to my work

Other (please specify)

Networks or cohorts for peer-to-peer learning

Templates for development review or development agreements that integrate climate goals

Better or more accessible data for setting and measuring progress toward goals

Example ordinance language that integrates climate goals

Examples of climate action goals or strategies for different types of cities

Examples of local climate actions for specific sectors like transportation, energy efficiency, renewable energy,
carbon sequestration, etc.

231 / 300 (77%) of 
respondents answered 
this question. 

Example climate actions for specific sectors

Example climate actions for different city types

Example ordinance language 

Data for setting and measuring progress

Templates for development review or agreements

Networks or cohorts for peer-to-peer learning

Other

I am not sure / this does not apply to my work

What models, tools 
or templates would 
best enable planners 
to achieve climate or 
carbon-reduction 
outcomes in their 
work?

Respondents selected all 

that applied.
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215 / 300 (71.7%) of 
respondents answered 
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Data for setting and measuring progress

Templates for development review or development agreements

Example climate actions for specific sectors

Example ordinance language that integrates climate goals

Example climate action goals or strategies for different city types

Networks or cohorts for peer-to-peer learning

Other

I am not sure / this does not apply to my work

Using the same 
tools and templates 
as above, do you 
feel any tools or 
templates are 
missing or lacking
that would assist 
planners in your 
community on 
climate or carbon-
reduction 
outcomes in their 
work?

Respondents checked 

all that applied.
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Matt Bucchin, AICP, 

LEED Green Associate
Chair, APA Sustainable Communities (SCD) 

Division

Director of Planning, Halff Associates, Inc.

www.halff.com
mBucchin@Halff.com

Jim Riordan, AICP, LEED AP
Chair, APA Environment, Natural 

Resources and Energy (ENRE) Division

Environmental Planner and Senior Project 

Manager, Weston & Sampson, Inc

https://www.westonandsampson.com/

riordanj@wscinc.co

Jessi Wyatt
Energy Planner and Analyst, 

Great Plains Institute

www.betterenergy.org

jwyatt@gpisd.net

Brian Ross, AICP, 

LEED Green Associate
Program Director, 

Great Plains Institute

www.betterenergy.org

bross@gpisd.net

Thank you!

Questions?
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