Midwestern Clean Fuels Policy Initiative
2022-2023 Accomplishments

The Midwestern Clean Fuels Policy Initiative,
facilitated by the Great Plains Institute, is a
broad and diverse coalition working toward
a more sustainable future. This network
includes fuel producers and marketers,
nonprofits, research institutions, and various
industry and agricultural stakeholders
alongside scientists and engineers recognized
as experts in their respective fields. The
coalition works to create economic benefits
for the region through policy, research, and
education on the production and use of
cleaner fuels.

In addition to economic benefits, the initiative
acknowledges the far-reaching environmental
and public health benefits associated with
cleaner fuel adoption. Its adoption not only
curbs greenhouse gas emissions, fortifying
our efforts against climate change, but also
bolsters energy security, enhancing the
nation’s resilience. Cleaner fuels present

an opportunity to improve air, water, and

soil quality, ultimately improving public
health. Together, participants shape clean
transportation standards at both the regional
and national levels, showcasing the power of
collaboration in influencing meaningful and
lasting change.

State Progress

Illinois, Minnesota, and Michigan
introduced clean transportation standard
legislation, with Minnesota’s bill passing a
committee in the Senate.

Legislators approved a provision
establishing a working group to consider
a clean transportation standard in
Minnesota. That working group will

take place over the summer and fall

in preparation for the 2024 legislative
session.

GPI conducted compliance scenario
modeling, economic impact analysis, and
air quality impact analysis for Minnesota,
Nebraska, and Ohio. Modeling work for
Michigan is underway, with Illinois to
follow.



Regional Progress

The Midwestern Clean Fuels Policy

Initiative published Supporting Climate-
Smart Farming Practices through

Midwestern Clean Fuels Policies, a
framework for including farm-level
greenhouse gas emissions reductions

in clean transportation standards. The
coalition is working on a white paper that
dives deeper into this topic.

Working with members of the Midwestern

Clean Fuels Policy Initiative and state
coalitions, GPI partnered with Background
Stories to produce a series of graphics
and fact sheets illustrating how clean
transportation standards work, including
how agricultural greenhouse gas
emissions can be incorporated and how
the policies can advance electrification.

National Progress

The US Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee held a hearing to
discuss a national clean fuels standard

on February 15, followed by a staff
briefing on Capitol Hill on May 2. GPl is
partnering with AJW, the Low Carbon
Fuels Coalition, and other organizations to
advance the clean transportation standard
conversation nationally.

GPI leverages the great work conducted
by the Midwestern Clean Fuels Policy
Initiative (facilitated by GPI) to inform
actions taking shape within the Clean
Fuel States Collaborative. Agencies

from the following states currently
participate in the collaborative:
California, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
Oregon, Washington, and Wisconsin.
The collaborative is co-convened by
GPI, the Center for the New Energy
Economy, and the Harvard Law School
Environmental and Energy Law Program.
The collaborative provides educational
briefings, legal and research support,
and a knowledge-sharing space for state
officials interested in exploring a clean
transportation standard in their state.

In partnership with the Clean Fuel States
Collaborative and its participants, the
Harvard Law School Environmental &
Energy Law Program and the University of
New Mexico School of Law are producing
a white paper outlining opportunities for
states to incorporate equity into clean
transportation standards. This will be

a resource for state staff interested in
pursuing more equitable transportation
decarbonization efforts.



